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I would like to express to you my deep and sincere
sympathy in the loss of your brother, I can, of
course, well understand your bereavement and the
feclings which prompted you to write.

The questions which you posed in your letter can,
1 believe, best be answered by realizing why your
brother -- and other American men -- went to Viet
Wam in the first place. When this is understood,
I am sure that the other related questions will
be answered.

Americans are in Viet Nem because we have determined
that this country must not fall under Communist
domination, Ever since Viet Nam was divided, the
Viet Namese have fought valiantly to maintain their
independence in the face of the continuing threat
from the North. Shertly after the division eipht
years ago it became apparent that they could not

be successful in their defense without extensive
passistance from other nations of the Free ¥World
community.,

s In the late summer of 1955, with the approval of
President Eisenhower, an Advisory Croup was es=
tablished in Viet Ham to provide them with ade-
guate weapons and equipment and training in basic
military skills which are essential to survival l
in the battlefield, Cven with. this help, the : .
situation grew steadily worse under the pressure
of the Viet Cong, By 1961 it became apparent that
the troubles in Laos and the troubles in Viet Nam
could easily expand. It is also apparent that

the Communist attempt to take over Viet Nam, is
only part of a larger plan for brinping the entire
area of Southeast Asia under their dominatieon,
Though it is only a small part of the area geo-
graphically, Viet Ham is now the most crucial.
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If Viet Ham should fall, it will indicate to the
people of Southeast Asia that complete Communist
domination of their part of the world is almost
inevitable, Your brother was in Viet Nem because
the threat to the Viet Namese people is, in the
long run, a threat to the Free World community

and ultimately a threat to us alse. For when frua-
dom is destroyed in one country, it is threatened
throughout the world,

I have written to you at length because I know
that it is important to you to understand why

we arc in Viet Nam. James McAndrows pust have
forescen that his service could take him into a
war like this; a war in which he took part not

435 a combatant but as an advisor. I am sure that
he understood the necessity of such a situstion,
and I know that as a soldier, he knew full scale
war in Viet Nam iz at the moment unthinkable.

I believe if you can see thils as he must have
seen it, you will believe as he must have be-
lieved, that he did not die in vain, Forty-five
American soldiers, including yvour brether, have
given their lives in Viet Nam, In their sacri-
fice, they have cerned the eternal pratitude of
thlsdhutiﬂn and other free men throughout the
world.

Again, I would like to express to you and the
members of your family my deepest personal sympathy,

Sinecerely,

John F. Kennedy

Mrs. Dobbie Lou Penderpgrass
1615 French 5treet
Santa Ana, California




THE WHITE HOUSE
YWASHINGTON

27 February 1963

Colonel Hoskot:

The attached letter addressed to

the President frem Mras. Bobbie Lou
Pendergrass concerning her brother
Specialist James D. MelAndrew who

was killed in Viet Nam,topether

with a copy of the President's

letter to her moether dated

8 February, is referred to the
Department of the Army for preparaticn
of a draft reply.

The draft sheuld be corpdinated
with the Department of State and
returned to the White House for the
President's signature by 2 March.
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Milftary Alde to the Fresident

General, U.5, Army



HEADGUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

JOFACE OF THE DEPUTY CHIER OF STAFF FOR PFERTOMMEL
WASHINGTOMN 25, D.C.

DCSPER-CH 2B Pebruary 1943
Lt Col Patton/785L2

MEMORA NDUM Fﬁt:%l?.ﬂh‘ﬂ. N. R. HOSKOT®, DEPUTY SECEETARY (F THE GEMERAL
STAFF (WHITE HOUSE LIAISON OFFICER)

SUBJEGT: G5 201 MeAndrew, James D,

1, Heference is made to OGS Referral Slip, Case Mumber 553, and
request for action by DCSPER thereon. (TAB 4)

2s A draft letter was prepared in response to this request and
has been approved by the following: e

i “;.. M -ﬂhalu&rslgé Wood, Task EE{EE YIETHAH; Department of
¥ ephona: Coda Extension . roved in substance at
1135 hours this date, ; o Semead

by, Colonel James Kent, ISA/03D, Extension 77757, Pentagon,
Approved in substance at 1200 hours this date. !

e Mﬂml E. H-p Har ﬂmsl..m miﬂ‘n 'B P \
(e A P R e e 79185, Pentagon

5 ng.n Copies of the approved draft letter are forwarded herewith
-] ¥

FOR THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PERSOWMEL:

i,

B Colonal, (3
Exmcutive



DRATT

You ask in your letter of February 18th that I send you a

. L

Dear Mrs Fendergraaa,

reply which will help you reconcile yourzelf to the death in
Vietnam of your brother, Specialist James MeAndrew. In an sarlier
lotter to your mother sand father I told them T doubt there i1s any-
thing to say which can lessen thelr grlef. I believe, however,
you will find ¢njf¢rh if you can see, as your brother muat have
seen, why he found 1t worthwhile to rdak his life in Vietnam.

I do not protend I can tell Taﬁ exactly why your brothor was
willing to filght and die in Vistnam, but I think his military
record gives ua some idea. He had beon a Marine and an Alr Force
Reservist, and he became a soldler in our Regular Army. He an-
tored sorvice while our country was engaged in sn undeclared war,
and he remained in service during a time in which we have besn
Involved in a number of obscurae battles In 1ittle lnmown places,

Throughout our hiastory Americans have gone singly and in
groups to fight for the freedom and self-determinaticn of wesker
nations. Since 1950 their spirit hes been reflected in our na-
tional peliey of helping wesker peoples defend themselves agalnst
eppresaion, I think that in jolning the service when he did, and
remaining loyally in it until he died, James MeAndrew was express-
ing his own belief in this American spirit and poliey.

Why did he have to prova his bellef In & war which 13 not

our own? That I can answer with certeinty. We muzt continue to






